7 MINUTE BRIEFING
Child Sexual Exploitation and Social Media
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A number of agencies provide
support to parents and
professionals on how to keep
children safe online including the
NSPCC, Barnardos and Childline.

Children aged 5 to 15 now
spend an average of three hours
a day online and 91% have
access to the internet at home.
As smartphone ownership
increases amongst this group,
children are now able to
communicate via social media,
anytime and anywhere, with
anyone across the world. In turn,
they can be contacted by
anyone.

Parents and children can visit
www.thinkknowsley.co.uk or
www.thinkuknow.co.uk for age
specific advice.

If you suspect a child is involved in
online grooming, you can report
this to Knowsley SHIELD Team at
http://www.knowsleyscb.org.uk/pr
App guide.docx
ofessionals/child-sexualexploitation/ or at
Popular social media apps used
www.ceop.police.co.uk
by children allow them to send

direct messages to an individual,
have group chats, have audio
conversations, have video
conversations, send photos and
videos, participate in online
gaming and share geographical
locations. Despite apps having a
recommended lower age limit, it is
easy for children to provide false
information during the registration
process.

Highlight the risks of “sexting”
with children. The law states that
if a child under 18 creates a
sexually explicit image or video of
themselves, they could be held
responsible for creating an image
of child abuse. If they pass on an
image, they are distributing illicit
images. Once shared online,
there is no control over who
views this.
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The use of social media is cited in
many CSE cases and there are
increasing cases where abuse has
taken place solely online. The
perpetrator will build a relationship,
often pretending to be someone
else. Perpetrators may coerce a
child into sharing sexual images of
themselves and will then go on to
use these images as blackmail.
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Regular conversations with
children from an early age
around internet safety can
instil confidence in children to
report any online activity
which makes them feel
uncomfortable. There are
some children who are at an
increased vulnerability e.g.
those with learning disabilities,
so it is important to keep up to
date with apps and websites
children are using and the
risks these may pose to them.

Perpetrators can build up knowledge of
children based on information shared on
social media and it is easy for offenders to
disguise their identity. Privacy settings
and parental controls can help to protect
children and can be enabled on all
smartphones and tablets. Information on
how to do this can be found at:
http://www.saferinternet.org.uk/adviceand-resources/parents-andcarers/parental-controls

For more information regarding 7 minute briefings, please email sarah.herron@knowsley.gov.uk
Knowsley Safeguarding Children Board, 2nd Floor, Nutgrove Villa, Westmorland Road, Huyton L36 6GA
Tel: 0151 443 3859 www.knowsleyscb.org.uk

