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The Department for Education (DfE) has stated, ‘persistent failure to send children to school is a clear sign of neglect’, and the NSPCC has cited, ‘failure to ensure regular school attendance which prevents the child reaching their full potential academically’ as one of their six forms of neglect.





                                                                                                                       EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT (OMISSION BY PARENT) :                                                             >Parent failing or inadequately maintaining schooling                          or identifying provision for their child;                                                                    >Parent failing to attend most school and LA                   meetings and/or engage with support offered;                                                          >Parent unable to provide substantiated                          reasons for most absences from school; and                                                                >At least one school attendance court                                                  intervention which fails to improve                                       attendance.








In agreeing the term, the council’s intention was not to necessarily increase the traffic of social care referrals. Indeed, a number of young people that fail to attend school regularly are already on the caseload of Social Care and the School Attendance Service. The purpose is to create a descriptor that effectively communicates the critical educational and life implications relating to a child for professionals as well as to convey to school communities the level of concern the issue should invoke.





EDUCATIONAL NEGLECT (OMISSION BY YOUNG PERSON) :                                                                                                                                   


>parental co-operation clearly being demonstrated; and


 >current educational provision being appropriate for the young person’s needs.








Consideration of an Education Supervision Order or a Social Care assessment may be appropriate if both the threshold and absence level is met.  As Educational Neglect is in its infancy, potential cases need approval by Roger Thompson, Education Improvement Officer, prior to any MASH referral. Additional information can be provided by Roger on     0151 443 3855.











Serious impairment of development has been evidenced when school attendance is 75% or less over an academic year (three terms) - primary aged pupils have the possibility of achieving the average national recognised level and secondary aged pupils are five times less likely to achieve 5 GCSE’s.


 	








                   The term has already been included as a Level 4 Threshold of Need indicator on Knowsley’s continuum of need, which demonstrates a critical situation exceeding  the DfE ‘persistent absence’ definition for absences of 90% or less. The definition for Educational Neglect requires evidence collated over a twelve month period. During this time a number of observations and actions will have ordinarily taken place, inc. use of  the early help framework.








7 MINUTE BRIEFING
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7 Minute Briefing: Local Lessons
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For more information regarding 7 minute briefings, please email sarah.herron@knowsley.gov.uk
Knowsley Safeguarding Children Board, 2nd Floor, Nutgrove Villa, Westmorland Road, Huyton L36 6GA

Tel: 0151 443 3859 www.knowsleyscb.org.uk


